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Civil War Era Politician  

Most interestingly, Barrows was also a politician.  He 
served two terms each as both a state representative 
(1852, 1859) and state senator (1869, 1870) during 
the periods before and after the Civil War 
(Newspapers.com, Hartford Courant, May 29, 1905).   
He was elected as a state representative in 1852 as a 
member of the Whig party.  The Whigs believed in an 
activist economic program for the country including 
protective tariffs, the building of infrastructure and 
support for a national bank.  The party was formed in 
the 1830s in opposition to President Andrew Jack-
son’s populist Democratic Party.  This party was 
probably a natural fit for a businessman like Barrows.  
It was one of two major political parties up until the 
time of the Civil War, when it fell apart over the is-
sues that led to the war, primarily slavery.   In 1859 
Barrows ran for state representative again and won.  
By this time, like many Northern Whigs, Barrows had 
become a Republican with a decidedly and publicly 
pronounced anti-slavery view. 

At this time Connecticut’s House of Representatives 
had 214 members (Internet Archive, Goodwin’s Leg-
islative Statistics, Connecticut, May Session, 1859).  
Interestingly, 104 of those members were farmers and 
2 were tanners.  The rest were a broad mix of lawyers, 
manufacturers, merchants, doctors, carriage makers, 
blacksmiths, and others. One hundred and eleven 
(111) of the 214 representatives were Republicans, 
making up the majority of that body, in the party that 
would soon be headed by President Abraham Lincoln.   

Barrows interest in the issues that would define the 
Civil War first shows up in the historical records in 
1854 when he was one of three sponsors of a remark-
able Eastford town resolution that was unanimously 
adopted at a town meeting, which condemned slavery 
in no uncertain terms (Hartford Courant, February 23, 
1854).  The resolution was prepared in response to the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act pending before the U.S. Con-
gress.  The Kansas-Nebraska Act was sponsored by 
U.S. Senator Stephen Douglas, of Lincoln-Douglas 
debate fame.  The act sought to admit Kansas and Ne-
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braska as new states into the Union to allow for the 
construction of a transcontinental railroad.  Under the 
Missouri Compromise of 1820, Missouri had been 
admitted as a new slave state, but slavery was out-
lawed in any other territory north of latitude 36 30’ 
north, which included the Kansas and Nebraska terri-
tories.  Southern slave states opposed the admission 
of Kansas and Nebraska into the Union if slavery was 
to be prohibited under the Missouri Compromise.  
Southerners proposed that the new states should de-
cide for themselves, on the basis of popular vote, 
whether they would be slave or free states.  The act 
was passed with this Southern requirement and the 
fragile Missouri Compromise was broken.  Following 
this, the North-South divide in the country intensified 
and soon led to the Civil War in 1860.    

Among other things, Barrows’ 1854 resolution in op-
position to the Kansas-Nebraska Act stated: “That 
slavery is in its nature aggressive, ever seeking new 
regions to desolate and scourge.  When confined 
within limits by nature or legislation, it dies from 
its own inherent weaknesses; but when allowed to 
extend itself, the system riots and luxuriates, and 
at the same time becomes imperious, each new ac-
quisition making it bolder and bolder in its de-
mands.”  (A copy of the full resolution is included at 
the end of this article.)  Like many others, Barrows no 
doubt feared that the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska 
Act would open the floodgates to increased slavery 
and would eventually tear the country apart. 

When Barrows was nominated by the Republican Par-
ty to run for State Senate in 1869 following the Civil 
War, a newspaper noted that Barrows was a tanner by 
occupation.  The newspaper stated that “his district 
will take a prominent part in the tanning the democra-
cy [Democrats] are to receive this spring” (Hartford 
Courant, March 5, 1869).  During this term in the 
Connecticut senate, Barrows once again stood up for 
his Lincoln Republican beliefs.  In a newspaper arti-

cle dated May 8, 1869 the story is told 
that on the first day the state senate was 
in session the governor’s executive secre-
tary delivered a message from the gover-
nor to the senate earnestly urging ratifica-
tion of a proposed 15th Amendment to the 
United States Constitution (Hartford 
Courant, May 6, 1869).  The 15th Amend-
ment was the third and last of the post-
Civil War Amendments that transformed 
the U. S. Constitution in the aftermath of 
the Civil War.  The 15th Amendment gave 
freed male slaves the right to vote.  The 
senate Democrats spoke against the 
amendment and characterized it as unnat-
ural and unconstitutional and as some-
thing that would cause Connecticut to 

surrender its rights as a state.  The Democrats sought 
to postpone a vote on the amendment.  The Republi-
cans, however, moved for an immediate vote and the 
amendment was ratified by a vote of 12 to 5, with 
Barrows voting for ratification.   
 
Hardships 

Barrows suffered his share of devastating hardships in 
life.  Most significantly, of the five children born to 
him and Mary from 1842 through 1858, only one sur-
vived into adulthood, his son Clark.  His sons Joseph, 
George, Francis, and Everett did not survive either 
childbirth or childhood (Find A Grave).  These were 
heartbreaking losses of a magnitude that is hard to 
imagine today but which were not terribly uncommon 
in early America before the advent of modern medi-
cine, including importantly childhood vaccinations.  
In addition, Barrows also suffered a major business 
catastrophe.  A newspaper reported in 1873 that Bar-
rows’ steam tannery had been totally destroyed by fire 
(Boston Globe, March 5, 1873).  The fire was discov-
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ered about 12 o’clock on a Friday night and all was 
lost including the building, stock, and steam engine. 
The loss was estimated at $10,000 and insurance cov-
erage was noted to be $3,000 (Newspapers.com, The 
Boston Globe, Undated Article).  In today’s dollars 
$10,000 would be worth well over $200,000, so this 
was a very significant business loss and setback, but 
Barrows did rebuild and kept the business going for 
many more years.  

Clark Barrows 

Barrows’ surviving son, Clark, joined his father’s tan-
nery business when he came of age. The business be-
came known as J.D Barrows & Son, Tanners.  Clark 
bought a house across the street and down the hill 
from his parents on Old Colony Road and lived there 
for many years.  He followed his father into politics 
and was also a forward-looking political actor.  He 
too was elected as both a state representative (1879) 
and state senator (1883-1884).  Like his father he was 
also a Republican.  He is described in an obituary as a 
staunch Republican (The Norwich Bulletin, Decem-
ber 16, 1912). In a political profile of Clark published 
while he was a senator he is noted as having served 
on a legislative committee that enacted needed prison 
reform (p. 84, Internet Archive, Evening Post Associ-
ation, Biographical Sketches, 1884).  He chaired com-
mittees on woman’s suffrage and temperance.  He 
was also on the Board of Trustees for the Connecticut 
Hospital for the Insane at Middletown.  He was char-
acterized as a gentleman of cordial manner and easy 
address.  Later, in 1890, he was appointed Deputy 
U.S. Marshall serving from Norwich (The Morning 
Courier, September 11, 1890).  He was married to 
Catherine Cheney from Eastford, who was a direct 
descendent of Revolutionary War General Israel Put-
nam (Norwich Bulletin, April 15, 1915). 

Changing Times       

In the middle to late 19th Century the nature of indus-
try in the United States was changing.  Industrial con-
cerns were larger and the smaller manufacturing busi-
nesses in Eastford began to decline and go out of 
business.  In Clark Barrows’ obituary in 1912 it notes 
that he eventually left Eastford and moved to Norwich 
to become a superintendent at a much larger and more 
specialized industrial concern, the Norwich Belt 
Company.  His mother and father joined him in Nor-
wich at some point before 1890.  By 1890 the tannery 
had closed and the shoe factory in the center of town 
had burned down (French, Eastford Centennial Publi-
cation, 1947).  Eastford’s small industrial concerns 
were being replaced by larger, more modern factories 
in urban areas serving the far away customers through 
a diverse network of railroads.  The time of local in-
dustry serving local people’s needs was passing.   

Death 

J. D. Barrows died on May 26, 1905 in Norwich at the 
home of his son, Clark.  He was 87 years old 
(Hartford Courant, May 29,1905). He, his wife and all 
his children are buried in Mansfield along with many 
generations of his family.  He had lived a long and 
meaningful life and had been very much in the mix of 
all things going on in 19th Century America.  When he 
was running for state senate in 1869, a brief profile in 
a newspaper described him as of wholesome and un-
compromising character (Hartford Courant, undated 
article).  The piece goes on to state that though not a 
man of words, he possesses good practical ability, and 
in his place in the senate will prove an excellent 
worker and may always be relied upon as one of the 
most trustworthy members of the senate.  I think the 
story told here bears out this profile.  Eastford should 
be proud to have been served by such a principled and 
multi-faceted community and state-wide leader.  I am 
sure that J.D. Barrows and his family left very good 
karma at my old house on Old Colony Road. 
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1854 Eastford Town Resolutions Concerning the Ne-
braska Question 

At a meeting of the citizens of Eastford, con-
vened on Friday evening, the 17th of Febru-
ary, instituted to consider the Nebraska 
question and the propriety of remonstrating 
against any legislation which shall subvert 
the Missouri Compromise, Jairus Chapman 
was appointed Chairman, and William Fos-
ter, Jr., Secretary.  On motion, William Fos-
ter, Jr., Joseph D. Barrows and Chas. S. 
Bulkley were appointed a committee to pre-
pare resolutions for the consideration of the 
meeting.  Before proceeding to business, 
prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Hammer. 

Rev. Mr. Wakefield being present, spoke at 
length on the question, showing the effects 
of the contemplated legislation and the ne-
cessity which existed for a united and vigor-
ous opposition to its consummation.  The 
Committee previously appointed, reported 
the following Resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted, after having been 
discussed by William Foster, Jr., Danforth 
Childe, Jonathan Skinner, Rev. Mr. Hammer 
and Earle C. Preston. 
Whereas, Bills have been presented to Con-
gress having for their object the repeal of the 
Missouri Compromise, thereby opening 
new fields for Slavery to locate itself – and 
in as much as the people are bound to watch 
their servants and avert such evils as may 
threaten to precipitate themselves upon the 
country, be it, 
Resolved, That we, as part of the people of 
this confederacy, are opposed to any further 
extension of slavery, or to any action which 
shall break down the barriers that have been 
erected to defend us, the country and its free 
institutions from its encroachments, 
Resolved, That the Missouri Compromise 
having been passed by the common consent 
and acquiesced in as the settlement of the 
Slavery question, within the limits of the 

Louisiana Purchase, and all parties having 
considered its obligations politically sacred, 
the attempt to repeal it now is evidence of 
the insidious schemes of slavery propagan-
dists, aided and abetted by political prodigy 
without a parallel in the history of nations, 
Resolved, That slavery is in its nature ag-
gressive, ever seeking new regions to deso-
late and scourge.  When confined within its 
limits by nature or legislation, it dies from 
its own inherent weakness; but when al-
lowed to extend itself, the system riots and 
luxuriates, and at the same time becomes 
imperious, each new acquisition making it 
bolder in its demands, 
Resolved, That slavery is opposed to a 
sound political economy, the principles of 
natural morality, and the precepts of re-
vealed religion, 
Resolved, That slavery has become a con-
trolling element in the politics of the United 
States, making and unmaking laws at the 
dictate of its capricious will – elevating a 
man to-day and prescribing him to-morrow, 
as its own selfish interests may demand – all 
of which is corrupting in the extreme, hav-
ing a tendency to debauch and deprave the 
public morals, induce a vacillating legisla-
tion, and augment the public expenditures, 
Resolved, That we recommend active and 
energetic measures in view of the exigencies 
of the case and that a public sentiment press 
so heavily upon Congress it shall dare not 
do the execrable deed. 
On motion, a remonstrance was adopted, 
signed by those present and placed in the 
hands of Committees for circulation in the 
several school districts. 
Voted, That the proceedings be published in 
the county papers, Times, Courant, and Re-
publican. 
JAIRUS CHAPMAN, Chairman 
William Foster, Jr., Secretary     


